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www.childprotection.co.uk
info@childprotection.co.uk
“Working together to make your organisation a safer place for children & young people”

Child Protection Training UK
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Organised by:

When & Where
Level Two, Olympia Central
Hammersmith Road, Kensington
London, W14 8UX

Friday 3rd March 2017 10am – 4pm
Saturday 4th March 2017 10am – 4pm
Admission into Childcare Expo is FREE

Broadway Events Limited
Unit 3, 3 Crow Arch Lane,  
Ringwood, Hampshire, BH24 1PB 
t: 01425 838393  e: info@broadwayevents.co.uk

The event organiser and publishers of this guide do not accept responsibility for any error, omissions, or claims made in the guide or at the exhibition.

Contents & Useful Information

Accommodation
If you wish to book a hotel whilst visiting the 
exhibition, please call The Hotel & Conference 
Company on 01767 262 546 or email 
reservations@hotelconferencecompany.com.

Canvassing
The organisers reserve the right to remove 
anybody found distributing leaflets of any kind or 
unauthorised sales material at the show.

Cloakroom 
A cloakroom is available within the exhibition hall 
for a small fee.

Exhibiting & Sponsorship Opportunities 
For more information about participating at future 
Childcare Expo events please visit the organiser’s 
office or contact the sales team on 01425 838393 
or info@childcareexpo.co.uk. 

First Aid
Please visit the organiser’s office if you require 
medical assistance.

Lost Property
Lost property should be handed into a security 
representative at the organiser’s office.

Photography & Videography 
We would like to remind visitors that by registering 
for Childcare Expo you agree to allow any 
photographs and videos taken by the official event 
photographer and videographer at the show, of 
either yourself or children in your care, to be used 
in publicity materials by Broadway Events.

Seminar & Workshop Access
Seats for the seminar sessions need to be booked 
in advance, if you have not already booked your 
seat then please go to your visitor hub. Each 
seminar session costs just £21 including VAT 
when booked at the show or £15 when booked in 
advance.  Workshop sessions are free to attend.

Transport
It is quicker and easier to travel to Olympia by 
public transport, however parking is also available.  
For full transport details to Olympia please visit 
www.olympia.co.uk.

For more information about our future events, please visit our website www.childcareexpo.co.uk
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2Simple Software D20
Au Pair in America C32
Action For Children Fostering D30
apetito Ltd D34
ASD Visual Aids F20
Auditel D24 
Bio-Kult Infantis D50
Blossom Educational E42
British Red Cross   F18
Butterfly Print   G18
Canterbury Christ Church University   B6
Child’s Play (International) Ltd   C24
Clickety Books   E24
Colemoi   D48
Community Playthings   C40
Costco Wholesale   F12
Creative Steps Magazine   F42
Daisy UK   B4
daynurseries.co.uk   F44
Doncaster College and University Centre   C60
DRYKIDS   F30
ELS-Euro-Ltd   E62
Engine Mobile   E60
eyLog – The Early Years Log   F34 
EYP Direct   E18
Famly   E20
Feelgood Designs Ltd   F36
Fieldwork Education   E28
Funky Feet Music Ltd   F28
Graduation Attire   F22
Green Play Project   F24
Greenspan Projects   B10
Happy Origami Paper Ltd   E37
Hope Education   D4
Hopster  C18
ickle pixel   E65
Infinite Playgrounds   F32
iNureseries   C20
Kiddiwash / TEAL Patents Ltd   F10
Kinderly   C48
Laser Learning   C46 
Leap Ahead Childminder Agency   D60
learndirect   E39
Learning Journals   D6

Les and Lou Ltd   D22
Midshire Business Systems Ltd   G52
Morton Michel   F4
Nannypalooza UK   E40
National Day Nurseries Association   F48
NCTL, Department for Education   D64
Never Never Land   D24 
Nexus – The Educators Connection Ltd   E14
Oak Careers   C66
Outside Classroom Boards   D14
Pacey   F40
Phorms Education   C50
Piota School Apps   C28
PPL   G25
Pre-School Learning Alliance   C4
Reflections on Learning / Morleys Early Years  F14
Riverside Cares   D18
Route 2 Education Technology  E22
Save The Children   D32
SenseToys   D8
SleepMats.co.uk   F68
Snopake   F50
spark   F60
STABILO International GmbH   F2
Stage Systems   D44 
Sweet Counter / Playground Pictures   C64
T4Kids   D42
Tavistock and Portman - NHS Foundation Trust   
 D28
Teach Early Years Magazine  D36
The School Renovation Company Ltd   C6
Threads of Success – KCC Early Years Childcare 
and Training Products   C34
Trade Toys Limited   F8
Train Aid Ltd   E38
u-nu   E46 
Vizilogger Limited   E12
Voluntary Service Overseas (VSO)   C8
Wesco   G50
Wi-Care International BV   E50
Wild Fangs F64
Wise Old Owl SLT   C16
WMC Training UK   C30
YPO   C10

SHOW HIGHLIGHTS
 A MAGICAL PLACE TO LEARN SEMINARS

 WORKSHOPS

 NANNY ZONE

An educational and informative 
seminar programme will be running 
throughout Childcare Expo London 
starting at 10:30am and fi nishing at 
3:30pm. This year is the fi rst for two 
seminar streams – Discovery Theatre 
and Early Years Hub. Check out the 
seminar programme for the 
full timetable.

Get hands-on with brand-new 
interactive workshops brought to you 
by key names in the industry to take 
straight back to your settings to try out. 

The fi rst of its kind, brought to you 
by BAPN, ANA and Morton Michel, 
provides a hub of knowledge for all the 
nannies out there looking to enhance 
their services as well as share tit bits 
with fellow friends. Be sure to pop by 
to say hi!

Immerse yourself with fairytales and 
be inspired by those much-loved 
characters from all of our childhoods in 
the new feature area -  a collaborative 
production between Wellingtons for 
Langley Hall, Langley Hall Primary 
Academy and Laser systems. Don’t 
miss the performance on Saturday 4th 
March!

Childcare Expo London hosts a range 
of early years suppliers who offer a 
vast variety of products and services 
for all early years professionals 
including exclusive onsite offers 
especially for you.

Caroline Dinenage MP, confi rmed to 
open the event and deliver a keynote 
on Friday 3rd March. The keynote is 
free to attend, but you must book your 
seat in the Discovery Theatre.

 LEADING SUPPLIERS

 EARLY YEARS MINISTER

Exhibitor List
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Welcome to Childcare Expo London 2017 

The continuous attendance to the show after seven 
years proves how valuable the content is. We 
endeavour to adapt and present new features that 
engage, motivate and deliver a sense of achievement to 
our visitors. Despite current pressures around funding 
and requirements, the childcare sector is stronger than 
ever and can be seen throughout the exhibition hall.

Returning to Olympia London, Childcare Expo brings 
with it tonnes of learning resources and educational 
wonders for the influential visitors leading the way in 
early years care. This year, for the first time, Childcare 
Expo hosts not one, but two seminar streams – 
Discovery Theatre and Early Years Hub. We are also 
delighted to announce that Caroline Dinenage, Early 
Years Minister, is set to open Childcare Expo London 
and deliver a keynote, making it the best event yet!

The event will be joined by industry leaders to 
discuss the latest implications within early years care 
and illustrate new and developed ways of ensuring 
outstanding care is met time and time again. The 
informative seminar programme includes a host of top 
names including June O’Sullivan, Linda Thornton and 
James Hempsall covering essential early years topics 
including 30 hours free childcare, Leadership and 
Reggio Emilia. Each session provides its audience the 
opportunity to share views and opinions whilst taking 
notes and learning from live examples in the sector.

If visitors are looking for a more hands-on approach 
to solving current issues, then we have a variety of 
workshops to get involved in from Phonics to EYFS 
dance and movement.  With the overwhelming 
emphasis on the great outdoors – we bring nature 
indoors! We invite you to hold and learn from a variety 
of live creepy crawlies and furry friends to help spark 
the imagination of children in your early years settings.

In case that wasn’t enough to entice the early years 
community to pop along, we have two brand new 
feature areas to the arena. The Nanny Zone, the first 
of its kind, brought to you by BAPN, ANA and Morton 
Michel, provides a hub of knowledge for all nannies 
out there looking to enhance their services as well as 
share tit bits with fellow friends. If the Nanny Zone isn’t 
your bag, then immerse yourself with fairytales and be 
inspired by those much-loved characters from all of our 
childhoods in A Magical Place to Learn. On Saturday 
4th March, along with the endless activities, you will 
be welcomed by Beauty and the Beast along with Mrs 
Pots and Chip to perform a spell binding dance to thrill 
and bring fairytales to life in front of your eyes. Be sure 
not to miss the animating performances.

With the on-going pressures that the early years sector 
faces, it’s time to come together to share knowledge 
and experience to help direct the way to a positive 
outcome. We hope you have a worthwhile visit to the 
show and get as much out of it as possible. 

Emma Barrett 
Event Director

A warm welcome to Childcare Expo London 2017. Following the launch 
back in 2010, Childcare Expo has become renowned to both inspire and 
motivate the passionate early years practitioners who attend the show.  
2017 will be no different with a host of new exhibitors, wonderful feature 
areas and reputable speakers lined up to captivate and educate you.

Welcome

Childcare Expo are delighted to 
announce that Caroline Dinenage, 
Early Years Minister, is set to open 
Childcare Expo London and deliver 
a keynote on Friday 3rd March, 
providing an update ahead of the 
national rollout of free childcare from 
September 2017. 

Friday 3rd March
10.45am
Discovery Theatre

EARLY YEARS

Where Early Years Means Business

EARLY YEARS

NEWS
BROUGHT TO YOU BY

Sign up to our 
newsletter today! 
childcareexpo.co.uk

KEYNOTE
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A word from our sponsors
Although 2016 felt in some ways like a year of great changes, it was a 
also a year of anticipation and tension. Big decisions were made, but 
we have yet to find out how they will actually affect us. Brexit, of course, 
looms large on the horizon, but economic tremors aside, it will still be 
months or years before its consequences are truly realised.
The same is true of the big childcare policies. We 
have now been talking about 30 hours for more than 
18 months, and there are still 6 or 9 to go before it 
is implemented. Now, at the beginning of the year, 
perhaps it is time to release some of the tension that 
has been building and take stock.

Last year, Morton Michel launched our annual survey 
of the childcare industry and we have been busily 
analysing the results. Working, as we do, across the 
whole sector, we have a unique reach, and our report 
will provide insight into the views of everyone from 
childminders to nurseries and playgroups to nannies. 
Most importantly, it will offer a valuable perspective of 
how vulnerable, or indeed resilient our industry is, as 
we prepare for a year of real, tangible changes taking 
effect. 

Looking at our findings so far, it’s clear that resilient 
really is the word to describe us! It is not that anyone is 
being unrealistic. When asked about the prospects for 
the childcare sector in general, people’s responses are 
honest about the uncertainty in the market. Yet, when 
asked about their own businesses, time and again, 
people are still very confident about their future.

There are undoubtedly trials ahead, as there are in all 
industries, but in childcare, we can be sure that the 

challenges will be met with clear-sighted confidence. 
It’s a gratifying finding, but perhaps not a surprising 
one. As the Childcare Expo makes so clear every year, 
we are very much a cutting-edge industry these days 
and characterised by innovation and adaptability, as 
well as by passion and persistence. There is much we 
can learn from each other. I hope you enjoy the show!

Samantha Beere
Director  
Morton Michel

Meet our Headline Sponsor

www.mortonmichel.com020 8603 0900
Morton Michel Ltd (‘Morton Michel‘) is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Childminders   Nannies   Doulas   Maternity Nurses   Babysitters   Employers 

Liability for Parents   Indoor Play Areas   Children’s Centres

Toy Libraries   Childcare Staff Agencies   Before & After School Clubs

Holiday Play Schemes   Adult Carers   Pre-School & Playgroups

Parent & Toddler Groups   Day Nurseries   Mobile Creches

Social & Educational   Community & Voluntary

Franchises   Sports Coaching   Household   Motor   Minibus

Come to stand 

F4 to win

£100 of Haven 

vouchers to 

spend on a 

short break!
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apetito
Come and see our friendly team on Stand D34 to be in with a chance to win a Tefal Super Chef Kitchen 
worth over £120.  Even if you don’t win, you’ll still be able to enjoy some of our delicious food from our 
nursery menu such as Sweet & Sour Chicken and Italian Meat Balls in Tomato sauce. We will also have a 
range of Vegetarian and Gluten free dishes available and will be serving hot food throughout the day.

Win book, audio and puppet bundles from Clickety Books
Visit Clickety Books on stand E24 for a chance to win one of our book, audio and puppet bundles. Written 
and devised by speech and language therapists these lovely bundles give you a multitude of ways to help 
your children develop their speech and language skills, preparing them for learning to read and write using 
phonics. Engaging stories, with warm, amusing narration from Sophie Thompson, and animal character 
puppets - all wrapped up in a colourful cotton bag.  Extra dimensions to story time which the children will 
love, while you can be confident that these expertly crafted products have real educational value.

T4Kids™ – Free Tinkering Time Clock Mechanism
Visit T4Kids on stand D42 at Childcare Expo London to take advantage of our great show offer. We are 
specially packaging our Classroom sets so they can be carried away from the stand at the show. Everyone 
buying a set will receive a FREE Tinkering Time Clock Mechanism. Perfect for displaying the children’s 
creative work made with the real hammers, drills and screwdrivers in our award-winning woodworking sets.

10% discount on DRYKIDS merchandise
DRYKIDS are offering Childcare Expo visitors an exclusive 10% discount off all DRYKIDS merchandise 
ordered at the show, including the following two weeks after the event.
Sample stock will be available to purchase at Childcare Expo to try before you bulk buy.

Exclusive offers from Child’s Play
You will be able to collect a new catalogue, buy book and toy sets at half price, many books are three for the 
price of two and our lift the flap fairy tales with CD are on offer at four for the price of two!  Every product is 
being sold at 20% discount, if you only wish to buy one item. Please come and see us at Stand C24.

Laser Learning
Make sure you grab your voucher for your discount on the accompanying online CPD short course for A 
Magical Place to Learn. The discount is available for all visitors and can only be redeemed until 10/03/2017. 
Don’t miss out!

WIN a fantastic break from Haven Holidays!
Visit childcare insurance specialists Morton Michel on stand F4 to be in with the chance of winning a 
fantastic break from Haven Holidays – Britain’s favourite seaside holiday!

Childcare Expo exhibitors have heaps of offers and competitions 
specifically for show visitors. Here are just a few of the giveaways  
and bargains you will find around the show.

Competitions&Offers

Visit the new and exciting Nanny Zone created and sponsored by 
The British Association of Professional Nannies (BAPN), 
The Association of Nanny Agencies (ANA) and 
Morton Michel, the Childcare Insurance Specialist.

You will fi nd everything you need to know 
about being a nanny with our guides, 
where to seek support if there is an issue, 
fi nd a new job via our jobs board, receive 
help and advice with your CV and we will 
be there to offer support and advice with 
Ofsted and insurance questions too.

Find us on 
stand B2

Competitions & Offers
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Brand new for 2017, Early Years Excellence is 
Teach Early Years’ industry award scheme. Set 

up to celebrate the breadth and quality of our 
sector’s educational and professional development 

resources, it offers suppliers, manufacturers, 
publishers and service providers the chance to have 

their most innovative and effective products and 
publications recognised by the sector.

 
This year Early Years Excellence features 13 

categories covering key areas of learning and 
development, different age groups and learning 

environments, as well as continuing professional 
development, special educational needs and picture 
books. To ensure only the most-deserving resources 

triumph, entry is completely free!

Get involved!
Do you create or supply educational or 

professional development resources for the early 
years sector? You can nominate your products and 

publications online now at 
www.teachwire.net/eyexcellence

Introducing... Early Years

EXCELLENCE
The judges...

Our expert panel will be revealing 
their verdicts in issue 7.3.

SAM DIXON
Teacher, composer and 

musical educator.

KIDDI CARU
Provider of outstanding early 

years education and childcare.

JUNE O’SULLIVAN MBE
CEO of the London Early 

Years Foundation.

LISA SNELL
Early Years Director at 

Busy Bees.

SARAH STEEL
Managing director of the 

Old Station Nursery group.

STEVE ANTONY
Award-winning children’s 

author/illustrator.

KATHY BRODIE
Early Years Professional, 

trainer and author.

KIRSTINE BEELEY
Independent early years 

trainer and author.

SUE COWLEY
Experienced educator, 
writer and presenter.

Friday 3rd March 2017
10.45am – 11.00am: Early Years Keynote
Caroline Dinenage, MP,  Parliamentary Under Secretary of State 
for Women, Equalities and Early Years
Caroline Dinenage, the new minister for early years in Theresa May’s government, has 
agreed to deliver a keynote speech at Childcare Expo London. The keynote is FREE to 
attend and can be booked via your visitor hub.
*Subject to parliamentary business

11.45am – 12.30pm: Leading for Excellence 
June O’Sullivan, Chief Executive, London Early Years Foundation
Good leadership is critical to the success of all businesses and organisations, but 
especially for those providing children with care and education.  Good leadership is 
known to be one of the most significant factors to ensure we provide a high-quality 
service for children and families.  However, leadership is complex and demanding and if it 
was easy we wouldn’t be short of good calibre leaders.  So, what can we do in the sector 
to build leadership? Perhaps if we understand it better then we can think about how we 
can build leadership at every level of our business. This seminar will address some of the 
key factors that helps us better understand how good leadership can be developed.

12.45pm – 1.30pm: Supporting Language Development in Children
Catherine Jackson, Specialist Speech and Language Therapist, 
Wise Old Owl SLT
Language is the single most important skill in a child’s development for developing 
literacy and learning. It is well documented that the ability to communicate verbally 
is linked to a child’s wellbeing and confidence. Without language, a child is severely 
disadvantaged when it comes to social development, reading and writing. This seminar 
will provide early years practitioners with ten top tips for encouraging language 
development in all children. These tips are simple and practical yet extremely effective 
for encouraging language development in all children, especially those with impoverished 
language skills or who are reluctant talkers.

DISCOVERY THEATRE
THE DISCOVERY THEATRE IS LOCATED AT 

 THE FRONT OF THE MAIN EXHIBITION HALL

Seminar Programme
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1.45pm – 2.30pm: Natural Play Outdoors
Gail Ryder Richardson, Early Years Consultant and Trainer, 
Outdoor Matters
This seminar explores the importance of enabling children’s play and exploration with 
natural play materials, including free, found and natural materials, such as tyres, sticks 
and mud. It examines how, by supporting child led unstructured play experiences, such 
as tree climbing, den building and mud kitchens we can foster the characteristics of 
effective learning. We consider risk assessments and the importance of developing 
parental support in relation to natural play outdoors, and acknowledge the challenges 
and dilemmas faced by practitioners seeking to make effective use of the outdoor 
environment for natural play. 

2.45pm – 3.30pm: Delivering the revised EYFS
Melanie Pilcher, Policy and Standards Manager, Pre-school 
Learning Alliance
Proposed revisions to Early Years Foundation Stage are expected in early 2017 to 
bring the framework into line with a range of recent regulatory changes and reflect the 
current government’s perspectives on early education and childcare. In this informative 
seminar, the Pre-school Learning Alliance’s policy and standards manager Melanie 
Pilcher will discuss the implications for early years providers and advise how they 
should review their practice to ensure they continue to deliver the EYFS effectively and 
efficiently.

DISCOVERY THEATRE
THE DISCOVERY THEATRE IS LOCATED AT 

 THE FRONT OF THE MAIN EXHIBITION HALL

Seminar Programme

Friday 3rd March 2017
10.30am – 11.30am: Creating Inspirational Learning Environments 
Kym Scott, Early Years Consultant, YPO
Are you keen to develop your learning environment indoors and outdoors so that it 
maximises the potential for learning? In this exciting seminar, Kym Scott will guide 
participants through how to do exactly this. She will highlight numerous ways of 
supporting progress in all areas of learning and development, through tuning into how 
children learn best, their passions and preoccupations and developing an environment 
that enables children to challenge themselves. Examples of inspiring practice from real 
early years settings will be used to illustrate how the environment, indoor and out, can be 
easily and cheaply developed to become the ‘third educator’.

 

11.45am – 12.45pm: Childcare Works – all about 30 hours of  
FREE childcare
James Hempsall OBE, Director, Hempsall’s & Childcare Works
Few people have James’ unique insight into the national childcare strategy.  As the 
National Programme Director for DfE’s national support contract ‘Childcare Works’, 
James will guide you through the latest developments and what will be coming up in 
the future.  Spend this seminar learning about what we should all be doing now to make 
sense of 30 hours of free childcare. James will also share examples from all types 
of providers across the country to show how we can all achieve quality practice and 
financial sustainability.

EARLY YEARS HUB
EARLY YEARS HUB IS LOCATED AT THE BACK OF THE  

MAIN EXHIBITION HALL IN THE BLYTHE ROOM

Seminar Programme
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1.00pm – 2.00pm: Balancing Risks and Benefits in Children’s 
Learning and Play
Tim Gill, Owner, Rethinking Childhood
How can those of us who work with children take a balanced, thoughtful approach 
to risk: one that truly values children’s learning instincts, curiosity and appetite for 
adventure? Tim’s seminar will help providers to revisit their thinking, and to strike a 
better balance between protecting children from genuine threats and giving them rich, 
challenging opportunities to learn and grow. This seminar will introduce risk benefit 
assessment (RBA): a ground-breaking tool for managing risk in children’s play and 
learning that Tim has helped to develop, and will explore how attendees can promote 
RBA in their settings.  

2.15pm – 3.15pm: A Place within Nature
Jeremy Clarke, Leader of E-Learning, Montessori Centre 
International
With the recent meteoric rise in popularity of Forest Schools this seminar will invite 
you to take a step back and reflect on what the child’s relationship with nature is, and 
why it matters. Jeremy’s seminar will look into what influences a child’s relationship 
with nature, investigate the relationships both adults and children have with nature and 
explore the theoretical and practical approach to enabling connections to take place 
with nature – as more than any other area this can nurture the spirit of the child.

EARLY YEARS HUB
EARLY YEARS HUB IS LOCATED AT THE BACK OF THE  

MAIN EXHIBITION HALL IN THE BLYTHE ROOM

Seminar Programme

Saturday 4th March 2017
10.45am – 11.30am: Forest Schools and Transformative Education 
Sarah Blackwell, CEO, Forest Schools Education
An inspirational seminar covering the transformative approach to education available 
through Forest Schools. This seminar will encompass both the theoretical elements and 
practical steps in creating a Forest School provision within a nursery/school. Participants 
will be able to recognise the benefits available through the Forest Schools approach as 
well as how it contributes to the educational and developmental potential of the school 
environment.  Included in this seminar there will also be an opportunity to explore how 
Forest Schools can be used in a wide range of applications that can accommodate the 
needs of the learners.

11.45am – 12.30pm: Best Men for the Job? 
David Wright, Owner & Director, Southampton Area Men in Early 
Years / Paint Pots Nurseries
Based on 13 years personal experience as a practitioner and international advocate for 
more men in early years education, David will address the zeitgeist of paranoia and the 
cultural stereotyping of gender roles that deters men from working in early years, with 
examples of recent media messages of distrust of men working with children. David will 
challenge attitudes within the early years sector and at the individual setting level to ask 
- if we (staff and parents) really do want a balanced-gender workforce, what are we doing 
about it? David will give practical guidance on actions to recruit, develop and retain men, 
plus an update on national and international activities. It will be a passionate, motivating 
and humorous session.  

DISCOVERY THEATRE
THE DISCOVERY THEATRE IS LOCATED AT 

 THE FRONT OF THE MAIN EXHIBITION HALL

Seminar Programme
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12.45pm – 1.30pm: Capturing Curiosity in Early Childhood
Verity Welch, Head of International Early Years Curriculum, 
Fieldwork Education
Children’s natural curiosity to explore the world has already started way before they 
enter school. Today, numerous studies demonstrate that learning begins before birth 
with much research indicating that early childhood learning is far more sophisticated 
than we imagine. In these early stages play and self-discovery are a crucial aspect of 
learning, but so often misunderstood. In this seminar, Verity will be drawing on some 
of the latest neuroscientific research in early childhood (such as Professor Alison 
Gopnik’s studies on the importance of curious, playful learning) and considering the 
practical implications of this for learning in an early childhood setting.   

1.45pm – 2.30pm: Risky Play, Safer Learning
Hazel Davies, Early Years Advisor, National Day Nurseries 
Association
This seminar will identify the essential role of adults in supporting children to take risks 
within their play. It will explore the life skills children learn when risks are involved in 
their everyday play and learning, risk benefit analysis, challenges to enabling risky play 
and embedding good practice across all age groups.

2.45pm – 3.30pm: Developing Literacy for Children with EAL & 
SEN through Stories
Natasha Dennis, The Crafty Chief, Little Creative Days Ltd
Stories are a fantastic way to develop literacy and language. Natasha will look at 
strategies early years practitioners can implement to support communication with 
children who have English as an additional language (EAL) or special educational 
needs (SEN) by using stories and craft activities. The aim is to encourage listening and 
enjoyment of stories through interaction. You will develop a deeper understanding of 
how interacting with a story can facilitate language acquisition. This seminar will also 
look at how this can create an inclusive environment.

DISCOVERY THEATRE
THE DISCOVERY THEATRE IS LOCATED AT 

 THE FRONT OF THE MAIN EXHIBITION HALL

Saturday 4th March 2017
10.30am – 11.30am: Reflections on the Reggio Emilia Approach to 
Early Childhood
Linda Thornton, Education Consultant, Reflections on  
Learning / Morleys
This seminar will outline the history of the approach to early years pedagogy which has 
developed in Reggio Emilia in northern Italy, looking at the key drivers of its philosophy - 
the image of the child, creativity, the importance of space, time and relationships and the 
value of documenting children’s learning. This seminar will go on to give a visual portrayal 
of how the early years sector in the UK has drawn inspiration from the Reggio Approach 
to childhood, focussing on the physical environment, the use of natural and reclaimed 
materials, creativity and critical thinking, group learning and documentation. 

 
11.45am – 12.45pm: The Onion Approach - An Examination of 
Teaching and Learning
Dr Sue Allingham, Early Years Consultant, Early Years  
Out of the Box
What is ‘learning’?  Then looking at what we mean by ‘teaching’.  Interrogating these 
words, it becomes more difficult to decide which comes – or should come – first. They 
are integral to each other – impossible to have one without the other. Sue refers to the 
layers of understanding as the ‘onion approach’.  Working on things a layer at a time 
we can build a strong, informed approach where thinking is joined up and consistent.  
Sue will examine teaching and learning through a layered approach based on key 
components of an Early Years setting.

EARLY YEARS HUB
EARLY YEARS HUB IS LOCATED AT THE BACK OF THE  

MAIN EXHIBITION HALL IN THE BLYTHE ROOM

Seminar ProgrammeSeminar Programme
Where Early Years Means Business
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1.00pm – 2.00pm: Tuning into Terrific Twos – Building on their 
Interests and Fascinations
Tamsin Grimmer, Early Years Consultant, Linden Learning
Tamsin will consider how practitioners can tune into their two-year olds, identify 
schematic behaviour and support them, including incorporating their interests into new 
learning opportunities and supporting their behaviour at this developmental stage.

 

2.15pm – 3.15pm: Listening to Children
John Warren, Consultant and Executive Director at NEyTCO
John will explore the concept of what it is to “truly listen to the child”. The option to listen 
with our eyes and once we have listened how do we put that into practice and impact 
upon the environment and the planning. Are there children that we don’t listen to or 
children that don’t make a sound. Do we treat our children like stones and only listen to 
those that make the biggest splash in the pond or should we listen to the tiny pebbles 
that barely make a ripple?  Can we truly consult with children to enhance practice?

EARLY YEARS HUB
EARLY YEARS HUB IS LOCATED AT THE BACK OF THE  

MAIN EXHIBITION HALL IN THE BLYTHE ROOM

WorkshopsWorkshop Programme

Friday 3rd March
10.30am – 11.30am: Confident Communication:  
Signed Circle Times
Shelley Ensor, Founder, Little Signers Club
An interactive, fun and dynamic workshop from Little Signers Club, focussing on 
communication, speech and language development.  This informative and friendly 
workshop supports early years practitioners in getting the most out of Circle Times -  
with immediate and practical outcomes.
 • Enhance and support the prime area of communication.
 • Learn essential core signs for every setting.
 • Seasonal signs and songs to enrich EYFS topics.
 • Identify children who need more support easily.
 • Establish good core habits for literacy and language.
 • Understand why - and how – implementing baby signing can lead to calmer settings.   

12.30pm – 1.30pm: Having Fun with Phonics in the Early Years!
Alexandra Charalambous, Phonics Trainer, Springboard for 
Children
Children can have fun with sounds around and in the environment from a very early 
age. They can engage in simple and enjoyable phonics games which support their 
memory, ability to sequence, growing vocabulary and auditory discrimination. These 
fun interactions and quality early experiences pave the way for the systematic phonics 
teaching that comes later in school and gives children a great start on the road to reading 
and writing. During this workshop Springboard for Children will provide a range of ideas, 
strategies and practical activities to support children’s earliest literacy learning.   
 

2.30pm – 3.30pm: Learn from Live Animals
Faik Aktulga, Director, Wild Fangs
Children are fascinated by nature, from an early age they will investigate the world around 
them; lifting up fallen branches searching for mini beasts and asking questions. This early 
curiosity forms an important part of a child’s development. Live animal visits allow a fun 
and safe way for children to develop their curiosity with nature. This is done by activating 
prior knowledge, exposing new information and most importantly promoting excitement 
through discovery. Come along to this workshop and find out how regular visits from the 
scaly, furry and creepy crawlies can enhance your early years setting. 

WORKSHOPS
THE INTERACTIVE WORKSHOPS ARE FREE TO ATTEND AND CAN BE FOUND 

IN THE MIDDLE OF THE EXHIBITION HALL ON STAND E34
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Saturday 4th March 
10.30am – 11.30am: Little Scientists – Let’s Investigate
Jo Baranek, Lead Early Years Advisor, NDNA
Ever wondered how science fits into early years? Well pop along to this interactive 
workshop where you will get hands-on experience with simple experiments to try with 
your children, with everyday items that you will already have access to. 
Let’s foster our children’s explorative nature and create our next generation’s Tim 
Peake and Stephen Hawking.

 
12.30pm – 1.30pm: Storytelling in the Setting
Natasha Dennis, The Crafty Chief, Little Creative Days Ltd
This hands-on workshop will teach the basics of how to remember and tell a story 
orally. Oral storytelling has been used for centuries to teach and entertain children. 
Storytelling helps children visualise stories in their own minds rather than relying on 
the illustrations. This in turn helps them to develop their ability to create stories and 
expands their knowledge of language.
The session will cover:
 • How to remember a short story by using a story ladder.
 • The use of hooks within a story to keep it on track.
 • Devices to keep everyone’s attention.
 • How to bring stories to life.
 
 
 
2.30pm – 3.30pm: EYFS Dance and Movement Pedagogy
Helen Battelley, EYFS Movement Consultant/ PD Consultant, 
Music + Movement 
EYFS Dance and Movement Pedagogy focuses on how to implement movement into 
the EYFS framework.  With high obesity levels in children it is important to understand 
the impact this methodology has, not only on physical health but social and emotional 
wellbeing. This workshop will provide inspiration to encourage movement, ideas to 
stimulate learning and learners and an interactive experience for delegates.

WORKSHOPS
THE INTERACTIVE WORKSHOPS ARE FREE TO ATTEND AND CAN BE FOUND 

IN THE MIDDLE OF THE EXHIBITION HALL ON STAND E34

Workshops Exhibitor ProfilesSearchChildcare 
The free childcare directory

Go to searchchildcare.org.uk 
The free online listing service
from 

Register for an account 

Showcase your setting

Connect with potential clients

Advertise your childcare
business with a free profile

Add a free image and highlight
important facts about your service

Benefit from free, secure messages
for both providers and parents

searchchildcare.org.uk
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nursery.meals@apetito.co.uk - 01225 757307 -   
www.nurserymeals.co.uk

Serving tasty samples of our food all day!   

Come visit us at Stand D34 

West Country 
Mash GF V 

Roast 
Potatoes GF VV 

Mashed 
Potato GF V 

Vegetable 
Rice GF VV 

Vegetable 
Medley GF VV 

Minted Summer 
Vegetables GF VV 

Mixed 
Vegetables GF VV Broccoli GF VV Carrot Tips GF VV 

Dessert Dessert Dessert 

Sticky Toffee 
Pudding V 

Madeira Cake V Syrup Sponge V 

Apple Crumble VV 
Chocolate Chip 

Sponge GF V 

Apricot 
Crumble VV 

Custard GF V Custard GF V Custard GF V

1 p.m. 2 p.m. 3 p.m.
Mains Mains Mains 

Sweet & Sour 
Chicken GF 

Beef Bolognaise 
with Pasta 

Tuna Pasta Bake 

Beef Lasagne Salmon & Broccoli 
Bake 

Meatballs in 
 Tomato Sauce 

Vegetable 
Crumble V 

Vegetable 
Lasagne V 

Potato, Cheese & 
Leek Bake V 

Quorn Tikka 
 Masala GF V 

Sweet Potato & 
Bean Chilli VV 

Pasta 
Shells in Creamy 
Cheese Sauce  VV 

Served with Served with Served with 


